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4th September 2007 7.30 p.m.
Shanghai Concert Hall
523 Yanan Donglu, Shanghai Ticket reservation: 62491404

Greetings from the Land of Liszt

Zoltan Kocsis

conducts the Liszt: Les Préludes

Orchestra of the Shanghai Opera House Liszt: Piano Concerto No.1
Featuring —— |Interval

Sun Yingdi (piano) Debussy-Kocsis: Ariettes oubliées
and Kodaly: Peacock Variations

Eszter Wierdl (soprano)

“[Man] rushes into the thickest of the fight, and amid the
uproar of the battle regains confidence in himself and his
powers.”

From the Preface to Les Preludes

Ferenc Liszt (1811-1886) is probably the best known Hungarian
musician and an outstanding figure of European Romantic music.
His works are full of passion expressing man’s eternal yearning for
happiness. The renowned Music Academy in Budapest is named
after him.

Ferenc LISZT

“Real art is one of the most powerful forces in the rise of mankind, and he who renders it
accessible to as many people as possible is a benefactor of humanity.”
Kodaly, 1954

Zoltan Kodaly (1882-1967) is a prominent figure of 20th century Hungarian music. He collected folk
music all over the country preserving it for later generations. Peacock Variations presents a series
of variations on the tune of the ancient folk song “Fly peacock fly”, expressing the Hungarian nation’s
craving for liberty. Kodaly was a professor at Ferenc Liszt Music Academy, Budapest.
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Zoltan Kocsis: pianist, conductor,
composer, music director. Born in
Budapest in 1952, he began to play the
piano at the age of five. After graduating
from the Ferenc Liszt Music Academy he
had a scintillating solo career as pianist,
winning numerous international prizes.
Since 1987 he has also regularly
conducted orchestras. In 1997, he
became general music director of the
National Philharmonic Orchestra and in
January 2007 he was appointed “Global
Ambassador of Hungarian Culture”.

Sun Yingdi: pianist, first prize winner at the 7th International Liszt Piano Competition in
2005. He has been touring worldwide ever since, performing for the greatest figures of
political and social life.

The Shanghai-born pianist has been recently awarded the ‘Bao Steel’ Education Award and
the Special Prize for Artists by the Shanghai government.

Eszter Wierdl: opera singer, soprano. The Budapest-born singer graduated from the
Ferenc Liszt Music Academy in 2002. She was still a student when she won 2™ prize at the
Salzburg International Mozart Competition in 1999. As a singer of the State Opera House,
she performs in several grand-scale opera productions.

Cooperation is the key word for the evening of 4" September. Hungarian artists are eager
to learn about China and the Chinese people with whom they feel they have a lot in
common. An instance of this commonality is music as both nations use the pentatonic
scale as a basis. All throughout his wide-ranging international career, Mr. Kocsis has never
performed in China, so he is looking forward to this cooperation with the orchestra of the
Shanghai Opera House. We hope that this evening will be a revelation both for him and all
those present.
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5th September 2007 4 p.m.
Lu Xun Park, Shanghai

Unveiling ceremony of the bust of Sandor Pet6fi

Sandor Petdfi (1823-1849) is Hungary’s best known poet. Being a
genius of poetry and dedicated to the cause of independence for his
nation, this young man of low birth became the spiritual leader of
the Hungarian Revolution and War of Independence of 1848. He
died in battle at the age of 26 leaving behind a loving wife, a baby
son and two thick volumes of poems. Several non-native speakers
have started studying Hungarian for no other reason but to be able
to read him in the original.

Liberty, Love! His bust has been sculpted by Gabor Szabo, one of the most promi-
Love, liberty! nent Hungarian sculptors, coming from a family of a long line of
E,‘;‘g;geug“;;ffo;“;* artists. From 5th of September it can be viewed in Lu Xun Park,
My life, close to the South gate.

For liberty I'll give up

My love.

Translated by Lydia Pasternak Slater

5th October 2007 8 p.m.
Shanghai Oriental Art Center
425 Dingxiang lu, Pudong, Shanghai

An Evening with the Budapest Festival Orchestra
conductor: Ivan Fischer featuring: Li Yundi (piano)

Beethoven: Leonora Overture No.3
LIszt: Piano Concerto No.1
Rachmaninov: Symphony No.2

The Budapest Festival Orchestra was formed in 1983 by Ivan Fischer and Zoltan Kocsis,
with musicians “drawn from the cream of Hungary’s younger players”, as The Times of
London put it. Their aim was to make the orchestra’s concerts significant events in
Hungary’s musical life, and to give Budapest a new symphony orchestra of international
standing through intensive rehearsals and demanding the highest standards from musi-
cians. In 2003 the Ministry of Education and Culture declared the orchestra a national
institution supported by the state. The Festival Orchestra is nowadays not only a vital part
of Budapest’s music life, but also a frequent and much appreciated guest at the world's
most important centres of musical excellence.
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A FURTHER NOTABLE EVENT OF MUSIC COOPERATION:

22nd October, 2007 7.15 p.m.
He Luting Concert Hall
20 Fenyang lu, Shanghai

Chamber music

students of the Shanghai Music Academy and

Ferenc Liszt Music Academy, Budapest perform works from each other’s culture
- closing event of the mastercourse by opera singer

Ms. Eva Marton and violinist Ms. Eszter Perényi

Ms. Marton’s definitive interpretations include the title
roles of Tosca, Aida, Salome, La Gioconda, Madame
Butterfly and most of all, the title role of Puccini’s last
opera, Turandot, which she first sang at the Vienna State
Opera in 1983. Since then she has been hailed simply as
“the Turandot of today”, and has sung this role nearly
200 times and with every major opera company
including the Metropolitan Opera, La Scala, Arena di
Verona, San Francisco, Chicago and Barcelona. She is
head of the Solo Singing Department at the institute
where she herself graduated from: Ferenc Liszt Music
Academy, Budapest.

Eva MARTON

Violinist Ms. Perényi has been giving concerts with the world’s leading orchestras and has
made several precious recordings. Being devoted to contemporary music, she has
performed in numerous world premieres, and young composers often dedicate their
works to her. She regularly teaches at international mastercourses and has often been
invited to be jury member at international competitions. Ms. Perényi is head of the Strings
Department of Ferenc Liszt Music Academy, Budapest.
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REMEMBERING DREAMS IN COLOUR : Hungarian Gypsy Painters’ Exhibition
Boyi Gallery, 2-16 Sept.

“EVERBLUE SKY BEHIND THE CLOUDS” — Music Images of Hungary
Official Opening of “Liberty, Love!”” Hungarian Culture in Focus
Sun Yat-sen Concert Hall, 2nd Sept. 7.15 p.m

“OH STARS, OH STARS, SHINE YOU BRIGHT” — Best of Hungarian Ethnic Music
Minzu Yuetuan Yinyueting, 3rd Sept. 7.30 p.m.

“DREAMS, SWEET DREAMS” — An Operetta Evening
Minzu Yuetuan Yinyueting, 4th Sept. 7.30 p.m.

LOVE DREAMS - Piano and Ballet Evening
Renmin Huitang, Qingdao, 4th Sept. 17.30 p.m.

HUNGARIAN WRITERS’ VISIT hosted by the Chinese Writers’ Association:
literary events organized in Beijing, Shanghai and Xi’an

Hungary as special guest at the
SHANGHAI INTERNATIONAL ARTS FESTIVAL, 9-18. November 2007:

SEEERSS
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Marta SEBESTYEN’s folk songs: the celebrated voice of Hungarian folk music
VUKAN and SZAKCSI jazz concert: two solo pianists competing with each other

AN EVENING WITH SISSY: operetta songs and dances performed by the famed
Budapest Operetta Theatre

HUMAN ANTHEM: a grand-scale ballet to Beethoven’s famous Symphony No. 9

SEAGULL: a shockingly modern interpretation of a classic play about our
tangled relationships

HONVED MALE VOICE CHOIR: the only professional male voice choir in
continous existence in Hungary since 1948

For further information please check our separate brochure.
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Presented by

Ministry of Education and Culture
of the Republic of Hungary

In partnership with

Shanghai Opera House and
Ministry of Culture of the People’s
Republic of China

In collaboration with

The Hungarian Prime Minister’s Office

Ministry of Local Government and Regional
Development of the Republic of Hungary
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic

of Hungary

Ministry of Economy and Transport of the Republic
of Hungary

Investment and Trade Development Agency,
Hungary

Hungarian National Tourist Office

The Embassy of the People’s Republic of China,
Hungary

Hongkou District People’s Government, Shanghai
Shanghai Lu Xun Museum

Shanghai Conservatory of Music

Shanghai International Arts Festival
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Curated by

Katalin Bogyay

State Secretary for International Affairs,

Ministry of Education and Culture of the Republic
of Hungary

Produced by

KultarPontlroda

Director:

Attila Zongor

Project manager:

Andrea Gancs

International Coordinator and Editor of Publications:
Agota Révész

Adviser and coordinator for translation:

Dr Imre Hamar — director, ELTE Confucius Institute
Graphic design and project coordinator:

Gyorgy Paraszkay
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