
 
Eurydice European Unit – 240 Avenue Louise – B-1050 Brussels 

Tel. +32 2 600 53 53 – email: info@eurydice.org 
http://www.eurydice.org 

1

 Press release 

 
 
 
 
 

Focus on the Structure of Higher Education in Europe 
National Trends in the Bologna Process 

2006/07 Edition 

 

For the London Conference following up the Bologna Process, Eurydice surveys the situation 
as regards the structure of higher education in the 45 countries signatory to the Bologna 
Declaration. This publication deals with the 2006/07 academic year and reports on the 
arrangements already implemented as part of the process. 

Nine countries have fully implemented the three-cycle structure, ECTS and the Diploma 
Supplement (1)  

The three-cycle (Bachelor/Master/Doctorate) structure has been adopted or is being adopted 
almost everywhere. In most countries, it is being introduced gradually on a general basis. The 
doctorate involves three to four years of study in 26 countries. In several countries, there is no 
fixed time limit.  

The European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS) is now anchored in 
legislation almost everywhere and is most often used in Bachelor and Master type 
programmes. In over half of the countries concerned, ECTS is used in all institutions and 
study programmes.  

Almost everywhere, the Diploma Supplement is issued automatically and free of charge in at 
least one widely used European language, but it has still not been adopted on a general basis 
in all institutions and study programmes. 

As regards joint degrees, further progress is still required; they are currently officially 
recognised in only half of the signatory countries.  

Half of the countries have fully implemented at least two of the three central elements in the 
Bologna Process. In most countries, financial incentives have been introduced, as well as 
arrangements for guidance and information to facilitate the general adoption of these 
measures in higher education.  

Furthermore, around 15 European Union Member States have adopted a national 
qualifications framework or plan to do so in 2007. 

                                                 
(1) See the map under the ‘selected illustration’ heading. 
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Most countries have independent national bodies for quality assurance 

Two-thirds of the signatory countries have at least one independent national body for quality 
assurance. Bodies of this kind are generally responsible for evaluating and accrediting 
institutions and study programmes. Students are represented in these bodies in 22 countries. 

Internal and external evaluation of institutions is mandatory or recommended in almost all 
countries. The findings from internal evaluation are often used in external evaluations. In most 
cases, student representatives take part in internal evaluation. Procedures for monitoring 
these evaluations, which have to occur regularly, are often regulated. 
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 Selected illustration 
 

 
 

General implementation of the three-cycle structure, ECTS  
and the Diploma Supplement, 2006/07 

 

A Full introduction of the three-cycle structure in compliance with the Bologna Process in all or most fields of 
study 

B Mandatory introduction of ECTS in all study programmes or its implementation on a general basis 

C Mandatory provision of the Diploma Supplement in all study programmes, or its general provision 
automatically and free of charge in at least one EU official language 

  

 All three criteria satisfied (A+B+C) 

 1 or 2 criteria satisfied (see the above diagram) 

 None of the three criteria satisfied 
 
Explanatory note 
General implementation means that these criteria are adopted by all higher education institutions for all or 
most fields of study, for all course modules in all study programmes and for all students. 
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 Background note 
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Title of the publication: Focus on the Structure of Higher Education in Europe: National 

Trends in the Bologna Process – 2006/07 Edition 

Publisher: Eurydice 

Publication date: May 2007 

Language versions: English, French (summer 2007) and German (summer 2007) 

Online location: http://www.eurydice.org/portal/page/portal/Eurydice/showPresentation?pubid=086EN 

The information was gathered by the Eurydice European Unit using a common questionnaire for 
countries in the Eurydice Network and for other countries. The European Unit drafted the 
comparative overview, prepared the diagrams and edited the country descriptions.  

This publication is financed by the European Commission Directorate-General for Education and 
Culture. 

 

Recent publication on higher education: 

• European Glossary on Education, Vol. 5, Decision-making, advisory, operational and 
regulatory bodies in higher education, Eurydice, March 2007. 

Forthcoming publications on higher education: 

• Key Data on Higher Education in Europe – 2007 Edition, Eurydice & Eurostat (to be 
published in June 2007). 

• Governance in Higher Education in Europe, Eurydice (to be published at the end of 2007). 


