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Education for democratic citizenship – empowerment, lifelong learning and new partnerships

Education for democratic citizenship (EDC) is a multi-facetted concept, touching on political, social, economic, cultural, environmental and ethical aspects of modern democratic societies. A process of lifelong learning, education for democratic citizenship can take place in formal, non-formal and informal learning environments, e.g., schools and universities, families, workplaces or grassroots projects. EDC policies foster alternative and participatory pedagogical initiatives in schools and other learning contexts.

EDC aims at the active and responsible participation of the individual in democratic life, at the creation of innovative partnerships between different democratic institutions/groups, at equity, solidarity, and social cohesion. 

The Council of Europe’s Education for Democratic Citizenship (EDC) project (1997-2000)

February 1997: the EDC project is set up. It is exploratory, multi-dimensional and holistic. Principal issues : participation, partnership, social cohesion, intercultural communication, conflict resolution, democratisation of community relations and the school. 

October 1997: at their Second Summit, the Heads of State and Government of the Council of Europe’s Member States underline the need to raise citizens’ awareness of their rights and responsibilities in a democratic society, to activate existing networks and to encourage and facilitate the participation of young people in civil society.

May 1999: 50th anniversary of the Council of Europe: The Committee of Ministers adopt the “Declaration and programme on education for democratic citizenship based on citizens’ rights and responsibilities”.

September 2000: the EDC project is completed. Results: heightened understanding of EDC concepts, practices and methods; successful cooperation with and analysis of sites of citizenship (grassroots projects) in communities and schools; production of studies and training material; creation of a large network of decision-makers, experts, practitioners, NGOs and other intergovernmental organisations. 

October 2000: endorsement of the EDC project’s results by the European Ministers of Education at the 20th session of their Standing Conference in Cracow. The Ministers adopt “draft common guidelines on education for democratic citizenship”. These guidelines will be transformed into a policy instrument in 2001/2.

EDC in the Stability Pact / Enhanced Graz Process

Education for democratic citizenship has been recognised as a key element in educational cooperation for peace and stability in Southeast Europe. Following the launching of the Stability Pact in 1999, the Council of Europe was entrusted with the coordination of the “working group on education for democratic citizenship and management of diversity” within the Stability Pact Task Force on Education and Youth / Enhanced Graz Process.

Two of the Stability Pact financed projects are currently being carried out by the CoE within the new EDC activities: “Stocktaking research on EDC policies in Southeast Europe” and “Twinning of sites of citizenship in Southeast Europe”. A third activity, a regional training project for EDC multipliers, is foreseen for autumn 2001.

For more information on the Stability Pact / Enhanced Graz Process, please consult: http://www.see-educoop.net
The new programme of EDC activities, 2001-2004

The new programme of EDC activities focuses on three areas: EDC policy development; networking (of sites of citizenship / grassroots projects / practitioners), with particular attention to EDC practices in schools and other learning organisations; communication and awareness-raising on EDC, including the dissemination of good practice and the EDC project’s results. 

Target groups and partners

The multi-dimensional, holistic and lifelong learning approach of the EDC project (1997-2000) continues to characterise the Council of Europe’s new EDC activities. All age groups and all social classes are addressed, with a particular focus on target groups involved in school-based EDC initiatives: politicians and decision-makers, teachers, pupils, parents of pupils, NGOs, communities.

The EDC programme includes multilateral and bilateral activities. A large number of partners participate and cooperate in the EDC network – Member States (e.g. with the nomination of EDC coordinators), site participants, NGOs, universities, businesses, other intergovernmental organisations (European Union, Unesco), different international organisations active in the Enhanced Graz Process, private foundations and other sectors of the Council of Europe (those concerned with legal, political, cultural, youth, social cohesion and local and regional government questions). There are also links to cooperation and assistance programmes in human rights and democratic citizenship education.

Objectives

During the past decade, EDC has been introduced as an educational aim into educational policies and reform processes practically all over Europe. It has been influencing different components of educational systems, e.g. curriculum, teacher training, management of education, evaluation, adult education, teaching and learning strategies, etc.

Through its EDC activities, the Council of Europe aims at raising public awareness of the different aspects of democratic citizenship. It fosters the exchange of information between EDC partners on all levels, for example through networking EDC processes in schools and communities. As during the EDC project 1997-2000, the Council of Europe continues to encourage and support politicians and decision-makers at all levels in treating education for democratic citizenship as a key feature of education policy in formal, non-formal and informal learning environments. 
Activities and working methods

The 2001-2004 programme of EDC activities is co-ordinated by a Steering Group of specialists. They are supported by small groups of experts who advise on, analyse, monitor and evaluate specific issues, for example policy development or communication.

Policy development :
Aims: to gather knowledge about the member countries’ situations in the area of EDC policy development and implementation, to work at transferring the 1997-2000 EDC project’s results into policy, and to produce an operational policy text ready for use by different EDC actors, such as policy-makers, administrators or teachers. 

An all-European study on EDC policies will lead to an extensive compilation of existing legislative texts and EDC measures. In cooperation with other international organisations, ongoing educational reform processes in Bosnia and Herzegovina and in Russia are being supported through expert advice on EDC. At European seminars on EDC legislation and policy, member countries will be able to exchange information, e.g. on how effectively formal policy texts are put into practice. 

A draft recommendation on EDC is being prepared for adoption by the Council of Europe’s Committee of Ministers. An EDC policy framework will be produced for the use of decision-makers and practitioners. It will define EDC policy, treat national EDC policy making processes and discuss EDC policy implementation processes and outcomes. 

Networking:
Aims: to support the networking and the exchange of information and experiences among and between different levels of EDC activities, e.g. among sites of citizenship or between grassroots projects and Ministries. Innovative democratic partnerships will thus be supported and/or newly created. Conclusions for policy work will be drawn from the analysis and evaluation of grassroots activities and learning processes.

A general European information network between sites of citizenship might develop, including sites from the 47 countries which are signatories of the European Cultural Convention. Sites of citizenship in Southeast Europe are being “twinned” in a model scheme, consisting of training seminars, reciprocal exchanges between sites and an ongoing evaluation process. EDC players from a variety of EDC initiatives might get together in an international forum of practitioners in 2002.

Communication/dissemination and awareness-raising :
Aims: to offer improved information to EDC actors and the general public through the Council of Europe’s EDC website (e.g. via an electronic newsletter and increased interactivity); to gather EDC stakeholders from various EDC projects and initiatives in national dissemination conferences on EDC.

EDC coordinators nominated by the Member States ensure the link between national activities and the Council of Europe and they promote EDC in their countries. Different member countries host EDC dissemination seminars.

An EDC awareness-raising campaign in 2004 has been proposed and its feasability is being examined.

Besides dissemination activities and the development of networks between projects, institutions and information sources, the working methods include conferences and seminars, training activities, study visits, exchanges, comparative studies, compilation of policy texts and examples of good practice and the production of teaching material.

The Council of Europe in brief

The Council of Europe is an intergovernmental organisation based in Strasbourg, France. Its 43 member states are committed to the protection of human rights, pluralist democracy, the rule of law and to cultural diversity. 

The website of the Council of Europe is: www.coe.int
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