
 
‘Let’s talk about Europe’ – Hungarian Reflection Plan  

 
 
The proposed ‘Let’s talk about Europe’ Hungarian Reflection Plan has four pillars: 
 
1. The government’s EU communication plan for social dialogue   

Activities aimed at the general public and sectoral programmes for presenting specific 
areas of responsibility. In order to realise the Plan there is a close cooperation between the 
government, NGOs and the Representation of the EU Commission 

2. Social dialogue under the umbrella of the National Development Office 
3. Initiation of expert discussions in connection with global challenges 

Wide range of consultation events and debates on prominent EU topics, e.g. the European 
social model 

4. Debate on certain strategic issues relating to the future of the European Union 
 
 

1. The government’s EU communication plan for social dialogue 
 

 
PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE 
 
• ‘EU forum’ a TV series based on public panel discussions: November – December 

2005 
At the initiative of the EU Representation a series of televised forum was implemented. Panel 
discussions were held in 10 towns in Hungary, on EU topics of special interest to the local 
community.  The discussions were broadcast on a local TV channel and on a national one. 
 

• End of October 2005 – Round-table talks about the European social model 

The Minister without Portfolio Responsible for European Affairs invited distinguished experts 
of Hungarian academic life to the Kossuth Klub, where dilemmas of the European social 
model were discussed. 

 
• From November 2005 – Merlin European Information and Cultural Centre 
Hungary’s emblematic international theatre hosts the centre for informing the general public. 
Its main aim is to generate debates about the European Union and to forward the “messages” 
of the events held at the centre in a systematic format to the “authorities concerned”. A debate 
for university students was organised for the opening ceremony, with the participation of J.M. 
Barroso, President of the European Commission, and the centre regularly organises 
programmes where different opinions can be expressed. 
 
• ‘52 weeks – 52 locations’ programme series: December 2005 – end of 2006 
Organising community forums with the participation of members of the European Parliament 
based on the Europe Direct European Information Points in the counties and EU public library 
networks. According to opinion polls, members of the European Parliament are widely 
accepted as EU information sources, and our local and county partners have indicated that 
there is great demand for community forums regarding this topic. 
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• Seminars and talks for NGOs about successful EU membership: January – June 
2006 

As the Budapest member of the national network, CISZOK (Civil Services Centre), the Non-
profit Information and Training Centre (NIOK) Foundation launched a series of seminars in 
seven regions of Hungary, with the cooperation of partners of the CISZOK network. The 
programme is based on professional discussion, but NGOs will also be able to present 
themselves. The programme will present the EU activities of local government in cooperation 
with the Ministry of the Interior. 

 
• ‘EU: Bigger and wiser’ at schools: December 2005 – May 2006 
In conjunction with the Pillar Foundation and the Ministry of Education, interactive EU-
lessons are organised for secondary school students, as well as themed discussions, in which 
the students can express their opinions and ask questions about EU issues that interest them. 
The programme, which is accompanied by an internet forum, is planned to involve about one 
hundred schools.  
 
• ‘EU: Bigger and wiser’ board game: first half of 2006 
Europe Direct relays and network organise these programmes in EU-classes and plazas where 
the board games are tried out in public, and questions concerning the game form part of a 
guided discussion. 
 
• ‘Sense and sensibility’ conference on the second anniversary of Hungary’s EU 

accession: May 2006 
Similarly to the conference of May 5 2005, NGOs will be invited to participate in the May 
2006 conference, organised to celebrate the second anniversary of Hungary’s accession to the 
EU. Workshops will be organised alongside the plenary session. 
 
• EUvonal online: February -  April 2006 
Continuous forum on the home page of the Euvonal (free of charge telephone service), as well 
as an interactive online programme about European issues is foreseen. 
 
• ‘Let’s talk about Europe’: January – May 2006 
In December 2005 a call for proposal for NGOs was published with the aim of supporting 
civil initiatives where local inhabitants are involved, taking part in discussions at forums 
about the values, problems, and future of the European Union and about Hungary’s 
experiences as a member, with the participation of prominent local figures. The corresponding 
Europe Direct offices will help the successful applicants in actually setting up these talks. 
 
• Hungarian-Austrian communication conference: first half of 2006 
If agreed, a communication conference on the projects realised in cooperation of the 
government and the civil society is planned to be organised. The event should focus on the 
exchange of best practices, sharing of successful project ideas to reach citizens. 
  
 
MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR 

• Technical Day on the Harmonisation of Legislation: 30 November 2005 
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The one-day event — attended by some 200 notaries in Budapest — put among others the 
issues of EU-information supply in Hungary and the social debate on the future of Europe on 
the agenda, where municipalities are expected to cooperate more intensely. 

• Best EU Tender Award 
Local governments may now enjoy the benefit of presenting briefly their European Union 
tender or programme on the homepage of the Municipal EU Information Centre thereby at the 
same time entering into competition for the Best Union Tender title. By ways of presenting 
best practices, the goal is to inspire less active municipalities and to stimulate direct dialogue 
between the municipalities. Once each year the three best tender applications receive 
ministerial honours. The project is in harmony with the similar award of the National 
Development Plan Office. 

• Municipal Information Corner 
In cooperation with the Prime Minister’s Office, an installation elaborating on the EU-related 
activities of municipalities is currently being forged to be set up at events of regional scope 
(such as civil forums, regional events), thus allowing all local governments across the country 
to add their own projects to the installation. The information corner, if facilitated by the nature 
of the event, will incorporate a forum element to foster discussions between the 
representatives of the local government and the civil organisations and/or the public. 
 
 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH 

• Health Impact Assessments 
Following European traditions, health impact assessments brought in line with sectoral 
concepts are bound to be launched again in 2006. These assessments are to be carried out 
exclusively with the involvement of the stakeholders, by considering their opinions and 
interests. Active participation of the public is generally realised via the meetings of non-
professional representatives. 

• Community Action Programme on Public Health  
There are numerous overlaps between the priorities of the programme and the Hungarian 
health development trends. As part of the associated issues, the homepage of the Ministry of 
Health (www.eum.hu) 

a) Contains the material of the Hungarian National Cancer Programme, which has been 
referred to social debate for the public to familiarise therewith. Those interested are 
granted the opportunity to publish their observations and opinions in the related 
interactive ‘Forum’ section; 

b) Allows site visitors to forward their views in the ‘Vote’ section on the question 
whether official regulation of the selection of food products offered in school buffets 
promotes healthier eating habits in children.

 
 
 
MINISTRY OF EMPLOYMENT AND LABOUR 
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• News, Information, and Documents on Europe from the Homepage of the Ministry 
of Employment and Labour (FMM) 

The homepage at http://www.fmm.gov.hu/  offers documents concerning the European Union 
and the European Council as well as the European Employment and Social Newsletter 
published twice in a month. Visitors can access detailed information on the conditions of 
employment in the EU whereas under the ‘Questions and Answers’ section all queries 
regarding the EU will be addressed, and the specific questions of registered users will also 
receive an answer. A distinct section is devoted to enable browsing among the current EU 
supports (Phare, Equal, HRDOP). 

• Opportunity for the Interactive Involvement of Young People in the Labour-market  
Services of the European Union 

In the past few years the labour market that has undergone change redirected focus on the 
importance of career selection and career correction decisions. In the East Hungarian region, a 
wide-scale development lasting from 2001 till 2004 was launched and implemented with the 
help of Phare funds, primarily targeting the creation of an Internet-assisted information base 
addressing career selection, orientation and correction issues, where all information 
concerning career selection and career change may be obtained and accessed. 
Achievements of the pilot projects successfully implemented under the Phare Programme 
"Transition From the World of Training into the World of Work" in three regions as of the 
spring of 2004. Three regional career selection and guidance networks have been set up and 
completed: as part of the development of the Southern Great Plain region www.epalya.hu, as 
part of the development of the North Hungarian region www.palyatars.hu, and within the 
framework of the development of the Northern Great Plain region www.palyainfo.hu websites 
were put in operation. The programme assists students and adults seeking employment in 
entering and re-entering the labour market. 

• Operation of the EURES Network via the Employment Office 
EURES (European Employment Service) establishes a shared forum between the national 
employment services operated in the states of the European Union and the European 
Economic Community as well as those in Switzerland. The purpose of the EURES network is 
to provide services, which are of great benefit equally to employees, employers and all 
citizens, who wish to exploit the principle of the free movement of persons. Three types of 
services are concerned: information, guidance and recruitment/job-matching. The network 
facilitates employability, particularly in the case of young people, by granting an opportunity 
for accumulating experience abroad. Moreover, EURES at the same time contributes to the 
creation of a common European, and in certain border regions a joint regional labour market. 

• Guidance on EU employment at Spring University Job Fairs in 2006  
Each year, professionals of the Employment Office traditionally welcome young graduates at 
a separate stand at University Job Fairs. Many young people encounter the difficulties of job 
seeking as career starters and recent graduates, and they have to avoid several pitfalls in order 
to eventually overcome the initial problems. Professionals of the Employment Office are 
dedicated to assisting with these problems at University Job Fairs, where in addition to career 
guidance they also inform those concerned on employment opportunities in the EU each year. 

• Continuation of the ‘Institutions of Social Dialogue’ Programme 

 4

http://www.fmm.gov.hu/
http://www.epalya.hu/elozmeny.php
http://www.palyatars.hu/
http://www.palyainfo.hu/


 5

The ‘Maintenance and Development of the Institutions of Social Dialogue’ programme is 
being realised on many levels and in various forms. The members of the Economic and Social 
Council represent the national strategic issues in the European Economic and Social 
Committee in an interactive manner, whilst the representatives of the committees for sectoral 
dialogue uphold Hungarian interests in the EU decision-making process by observing sectoral 
considerations. 
As a result of fostering civil dialogue, and with a view to the transfer of opinions and 
experience between the civil organisations of the 25 Member States, the active contribution of 
Hungarian civil organisations is deemed worth further strengthening in the course of 2006. 

• Civil Cooperation: Growing as a Member of the European Union 
Dialogue still receives marked attention even in the framework of civil dialogue, an intention 
clearly demonstrated by the theme of the Third Civil Conference on Employment (December 
1, 2005): "Growing as a Member of the European Union", a slogan marking the cooperation 
between the Ministry of Employment and Labour and the Civil Employment Workshop in 
2006. 

• Cooperation for Growth and Employment: Employment Week, 16-18 May 2006, 
Brussels 

Brussels will host the European Employment Week for the thirteenth time in 2006. Hungary 
will contribute to the event as an exhibitor and as a participant of the professional 
programmes for the fourth time. 
The three key topics of the 2006 conference programme are as follows: 

a) Will the new enlarged EU create jobs that ensure intensifying and more globalised 
economic growth and welfare? 

b) To what extent do training and employment match the changes? Will Europe shift 
towards better working and living conditions? 

c) How effective is liaising, is mobility promoted, are demographic and social challenges 
addressed and are efforts directed at the creation of future jobs? 

 
 
 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

• Information 
The most important task is to disseminate information within the agricultural society as 
rapidly as possible, primarily among farmers. 
Enquirers may gather lots of information from the homepage of the Ministry at 
http://www.fvm.hu   as regards current tender opportunities, legislation, events, publications, 
EU websites, contact information of the ministries of agriculture in other Member States, 
Hungarian Government websites - http://www.magyarorszag.hu -, the supporting institutions 
of the Ministry, and the Agricultural and Rural Development Agency. (ARDA) 
By joining the EUvonal of the Prime Minister’s Office, visitors can learn about a wide range 
of relevant technical issues pertaining to the Common Agricultural Policy. 
For the purpose of disseminating information, the National Agricultural Library and Archive 
Centre houses a separate technical EU collection that comprises all technical materials that 
are of relevance to the sector. 
Direct information of producers is chiefly ensured by village extension officer, who maintain 
daily contact with the producers. In addition, county offices of the Ministry and the regional 
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bodies of the Agricultural and Rural Development Agency country offices are also there to 
provide information. Producers may also turn to the Farmer Service Agency operated under 
the Ministry, where they are furnished with economic, legal and tender-specific advice. 
Agricultural and EU-related television and radio programmes broadcast numerous 
professional lectures and discussion forums. Liaisons with agricultural higher education and 
the EU departments of other universities are maintained on a regular basis. A wide circle of 
population active in agriculture gain information on the current issues of the EU’s agricultural 
policy at lectures and forums held in several regions of the country.  
In 2006, information provision will be targeted at the envisaged reform of the Common 
Agricultural Policy, the new support scheme, the new financing funds of the European Union, 
and as part thereof the issue of rural development, as well as financial prospects for 2007-
2013. 

• Rural Development 
12 different brochures have been issued on the Agricultural and Regional Development 
Operational Programme (ARDOP), which are delivered free of charge to those concerned via 
the regional agencies of the Agricultural and Rural Development Agency. The said 
publications contain the objective of the programme, eligible titles for and the conditions of 
application. (These include, for instance, subsidies for young farmers, support for 
investments, food industry marketing, fishery support, etc.) On top of these, various lectures 
and conferences are held and organised across the rural regions to assist producers. 

• Exhibitions 
The National Agricultural and Food Industrial Exhibition (OMÉK) was staged in August 
2005, taking stock of the achievements in the fields of agriculture, the food industry, forestry, 
fishery and rural development. The exhibition hosted a range of international events with the 
participation of ministers of agriculture. Several conferences were organised on food safety 
and the EU requirements on healthy nutrition. Producers and consumers had an opportunity to 
engage in direct exchange of information. (This event featured the programme series of the 
Prime Minister’s Office called  
“EU: Bigger and Wiser” as well; see p. 3) 
The international food industry exhibition, Foodapest will be staged in November 2006, 
where mainly professional attendees, but visitors can also discuss the operation of the food 
economy in the EU. 
The Commission of the European Union wishes to proceed with the presentation of the ten 
New Member States the ‘Salon International de l’ Agriculture’ in Paris and the ‘Royal 
Agriculture Show’ in the United Kingdom. Hungary has presented the traditional and high 
quality level agricultural and food products, the famous Hungarian gastronomy and cultural 
worth. 
 
 
MINISTRY OF ECONOMY AND TRANSPORT 

• ‘EU Reflection Sheets’(query sheets) 
Sheets will be available in all MÁV (Hungarian Railways) ticket offices — operated in every 
region — regional departments of motor vehicles and transport control offices, as well as the 
popular Museum of Transport and the Museum of Commerce and Tourism (to be reopened at 
another location in 2006) at a total of 500 different spots. The sheets allow the public to 
reflect on the topic of ‘transport at a European standard’ (while waiting), and as a secondary 
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step, experiences thus collected will be published on the homepage of the Ministry. The 
programme is related to the anniversary of accession. 

• Library Bus 
Before setting of, the library bus supplying the libraries of small rural municipalities will be 
equipped with 

a) the publications of the Ministry assisting and informing undertakings, and 
b) a number of ‘EU reflection sheets’, 

so as to provide substantial help to readers and stakeholders in their work and preparation. 

• European Car Free Day: September 22, 2006 
The complementary and follow-up programmes of the event as well as its printed materials 
(conference, posters, drawing competition, production and distribution of calendars) will be 
utilized for the dissemination of transport-related topics that encompass EU-related issues as 
well. 

• Forum at www.lendulet.hu  portal: Twice in the First Half of 2006 
Discussion forums will be launched in respect of notable events in the European Union that 
fall under the competence of the Department, of which the experts concerned will be notified 
in each case. 

a) in March 2006 during the Austrian Presidency, marking the informal meeting of the 
European Council, in the field of transport and transport safety, 

b) following the accession anniversary, in connection with the EU calls for proposals 
falling within the competence of the Ministry. 

• Money, but where from? 

Various programmes and a series of forums are anticipated at certain satellite events staged 
for the regional exhibitions and trade fairs listed in the calendar of the Association of 
Hungarian Exhibition and Trade Fair Organisers. These are scheduled as follows: 
 
CONSTRUMA Budapest, 4-8 April 2006 
Gömör EXPO Putnok, April 2006 
INDUSTRIA Budapest, 16-19 May 2006 
Szolnok EXPO Szolnok, May 2006 
East-West Expo Nyíregyháza, June 2006 
Jász EXPO Jászberény, June 2006 
  

The programmes are designed in cooperation with the organisers in a way that more time will 
be alloted to getting acquainted with EU-related opinions and answering questions. 

• Presentation of SME Development Projects 
EU opportunities are disseminated in a manner that is tailored to the issue in question. The 
project is continuous. Its first element: the Prime Minister and high-ranking government 
officials visit several medium-sized enterprises which successfully applied for support and 
executed development projects under three R&D calls for applications. 

• Preparation of Young Entrepreneurs: on-going 
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Issues and the sharing of European values, opportunities and experience are addressed in a 
proactive manner at the programmes of the organisation — supported also by the Ministry — 
of young entrepreneurs yet enjoying student status (Junior Achievement Foundation). This is 
realised in the framework of their national and regional events and also as part of teacher 
activity, with special emphasis placed on the aspects of communication. 

• Roma Entrepreneurship Programme:  
With the help of a Hungarian Member of the European Parliament and under the supervision 
of the Ministerial Commissioner for Roma Affairs of the Ministry 

a) the achievements and the opportunities paving the way to Europe of the Széchenyi 
Entrepreneurship Programme—tenders targeting the Roma—are disseminated by 
means of concrete examples and subsequent tenders, 

b) the establishment and operation of the Roma Enterprise Development Incubation and 
Innovation Centre, which could stand as model for the EU as well, is implemented 
with the involvement of the supporters of the issue. The project, whose start is 
foreseen in the first half of 2006, will facilitate the encounter of Roma entrepreneurs, 
especially female Roma entrepreneurs starting out with a considerable handicap, and 
Roma specialists, who can provide substantial assistance to them, 

c) experience of the rapporteur delegated to the Enterprise Development Centre already 
in operation in Heves county has confirmed: tailored assistance granted to Roma 
entrepreneurs is progressive and useful. The programme, which also incorporates the 
experiences of the EU will be implemented by a number of additional counties in 
2006, to be accompanied by wide publicity. 

One of the elements of the dialogue: in line with EU norms, the entrepreneurship programme 
of the Ministry of Economy and Transport is published in Roma languages. 
 
 
MINISTRY OF YOUTH, FAMILY, SOCIAL AFFAIRS AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 

• Senior-friendly Municipality Award 
The Award was established by the Minister of the Interior and the Minister of Social Affairs 
in 2004. The aim of this competition is to make cultural, educational and recreational 
opportunities and public participation available to as many senior citizens as possible. As part 
of the programme, a series of lectures on the “Senior Citizen” are being planned in 2006 for 
senior organisations and local governments. In addition, an international conference, “AGE 
Platform—European Senior Citizen’s platform” is envisaged to which organisations 
concerned from all the 25 Member States will be invited. 

• CivilKomP Conference 
One of the targets of the conference launched three years ago under the high patronage of the 
minister of equal opportunities in office is to explore the operational and communication 
demands of Hungarian civil organisations and to outline the obligate coordination of social 
communication integrated with the marketing activity of non-profit organisations. The other 
goal is to improve the culture of donation, which rests upon authenticity, recognition, 
reputation and trust. In order to familiarise the public with national and international civil 
initiatives, continuous communication, forums and media exposure are needed. 

a) The organisers of CivilKomP will launch a series of regional conferences and open 
public discussions between 15 February and 8 May 2006 under the title ‘Donation 
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Culture in Hungary’. The outcomes of the six-month national conference series and 
public discussions — in the light of European model practices — will be summarized 
by the fourth CivilKomP Conference to be held during 12–13 October 2006. During 
the two-day forum ‘Donation Culture in Europe’, the donation culture of the European 
Union will be reviewed by experts of international renown alongside Hungarian civil 
and communication specialists. 

b) Exploration of issues of public benefit that have a community building impact should 
gain more ground in the programme structure of the (principally printed and electronic 
public service) media. Modern IT tools allowing for interactivity are accorded priority 
(“CivilVízió” TV programme, “Civilág” magazine, web portal – web conference). 

 

• Roma Integration 2005-2015 
Hungary started the programme on 19 May 2005, and it is anticipated to achieve results in ten 
years with respect to the integration efforts of Hungarian Roma people. The national action 
plan devised within the framework of the programme has been released for social debate. 

• Határtalan7 (Week without Borders) 
The event called European Youth Week will be staged each year as of 2005 upon the 
initiative of the European Commission. The programme is organised by the offices in charge 
of the coordination of the YOUTH programme (Youth 2000-2006 Programme in Hungary). 
The purpose of the action week is to provide information and guidance in respect of EU 
programmes involving young people and to answer questions raised by young people. The 
series of events is called “Határtalan7” in Hungary, and concludes with a professional 
conference and the awarding of youth prizes. 

• YOUTH (2000-2006) 
Hungary has been participating in the EU programme and its predecessor since 1996. The 
results achieved under the programme have contributed a great deal to the development of the 
national youth policy. In the course of the programme the themes of the European Youth Pact 
and the Lisbon objectives affecting young people are communicated to conduct a structured 
dialogue with the professional public and individual stakeholders.  

• White Paper of the European Commission on Youth – New Impetus for the Youth of 
Europe 

Hungary has been taking an active part in the process of the so-called White Paper on Youth 
since the beginning in 2001. As part of this process, the domestic situation was surveyed by 
means of questionnaires exploring youth participation, youth information, youth volunteerism 
and youth research with a view to the prospective application of the results by policy-makers. 
Based on the questionnaires, the European Commission drafted proposals for a decision, 
whereas this year Hungary is to report on the national implementation of the common 
objectives defined in the decisions on participation and information. In 2006 a report is to be 
drawn up on the common objectives of volunteerism and youth research. Publications and 
CDs are produced with respect to the results achieved in each theme. Conferences on the 
White Paper process were held on several occasions and the process is included in the agenda 
of youth-related discussions and seminars. Consultations with international partners and 
experts relating to this issue are held on a regular basis also within the framework of bilateral 
and multilateral cooperation between the ministries of youth. Here the main subject of social 
communication concerns the recognition of knowledge, abilities and skills developed in the 
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course of voluntary work taken up by young people; the evolution of the role of non-formal 
learning in the light of the White Paper process; the promotion of the social participation of 
young people.  

• Bilateral and Multilateral Interministerial Agreements and Programmes (Central 
European Initiative, the Visegrád countries) 

Currently, the field of youth affairs nurtures active bilateral relations with the youth policy 
structures of 10 countries. Under these bilateral relations, international trainings, field trips, 
and experience and information exchange pertaining to the special fields of youth policy 
(youth information, participation, volunteerism, research, youth employment, non-formal 
education, and regional cooperation) are implemented. One of the highlighted topics of the 
professional programmes is the exchange of experience and common development relating to 
the issues affected by European youth policy. The bringing together of young citizens and the 
EU is a strategic task, as part of which an increasing number of events facilitating active 
European citizenship are being organized. Under Hungary’s Presidency of the Visegrád 
countries, cooperation with the countries involved was realised within the framework of the 
new European Youth Campaign for diversity, human rights and participation. 

• The European Youth Pact and the Lisbon Strategy 
Information of youth organisations has commenced under the Youth Pact, which has become 
a part of the Lisbon Strategy. The Pact seeks to improve the areas of education, training, 
mobility, vocational education and social inclusion and to promote the reconciliation of 
family and professional life. The Pact should safeguard the consistency of initiatives launched 
in the abovementioned areas, and should serve as a springboard for youth mobility. This is 
conditional on the extent to which the involvement of stakeholders — national, regional and 
local youth organisations, the European Youth Forum, regional and local administration 
bodies and the social partners — can be realised. Wide consultations are planned to discuss 
the Pact and the Lisbon Strategy, as implementation of the content of the strategy can only be 
founded on the information of young people and the social groups affected by the Pact. 

• European Youth Campaign for Diversity, Human Rights and Participation 
The campaign will be launched in June 2006, linked to the Youth Partnership Agreement 
between the European Commission and the Council of Europe. Hungarian preparations for the 
campaign are currently underway. The campaign sets the goal of familiarizing the public with 
a diverse Europe and boosting its acceptance, as well as preparing the grounds for tolerance 
and active participation. The preparation of the campaign is well adapted to the analogous EU 
campaign and existing national initiatives, conferences, experience exchanges and large-scale 
youth events. 
 
● National Action Plan on Social Protection and Social Inclusion 

 
As part of the open coordination method employed in the realm of social policy, Member 
States must prepare a national action plan biannually detailing the strategic steps taken to 
combat poverty and social exclusion. The action plan foreseen for the period of 2006–2008 is 
to be drafted by September 2006, therefore in the first half of 2006 professional forums will 
be staged where professional organisations, researchers and state and municipal actors 
operating in the field of social policy are invited to discuss the prospective action plan. Public 
evaluation of the plan will be realised electronically, whilst the Association of Social 
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Professionals will conduct a questionnaire-based survey among social workers on their 
familiarity with the action plan and the open coordination method of the Union. 
 
 
MINISTRY OF JUSTICE 

• Area of Freedom, Security and Justice 
One of the envisaged plans is the construction of a ‘communication window’ on the 
homepage - http://www.im.hu/  - of the Ministry, where visitors could forward their opinions 
on strategic issues by answering targeted questions, ensuring that relevant information 
required for delivering the answers are available on the same interface. Furthermore, the 
Ministry of Justice is opening a one-month social online debate on its Legal Security Strategy 
on January 1, 2006 on its homepage. 

• Information on the Harmonisation of Legislation 
All visitors can gather reliable and regularly updated information at www.jogharmonizacio.hu 
concerning harmonization-related correspondence between EU and Hungarian legislation 
already in place, and the status of legislative processes serving the prevalent goal of 
harmonization, thereby facilitating visitors’ ability to find the answers to formerly frequently 
asked questions with the help of the database. Plans include the transformation of the said site 
into a portal, which would offer information about harmonisation-specific legislative activity, 
and associated issues in a professionally reliable and comprehensive manner. 
 
 
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND WATER MANAGEMENT 

• Agricultural Environmental Protection 
The Ministry of Environment holds a forum weekly, biweekly for farmers on agricultural 
environmental protection issues of the European Union. In order to continuously supply civil 
organisations with information, a standing committee called Horizontal Working Committee 
for Agricultural Environmental Protection has been set up within the Ministry. 

• Natura 2000 
In the middle of November the Ministry of Environment and the Hungarian Ornithological 
Society created an interactive homepage (www.natura.2000.hu) to introduce natural habitats 
of Community importance i.e. the Natura 2000 Network. The site does not only enable the 
passive gathering of information but also serves as forum between farmers and specialists. 
The Ministry and the Hungarian Ornithological Society will launch a series of forums for the 
public on the impacts of Natura 2000 starting at the end of the year. 

• REACH 
The ministries involved, thus the ministries of environment, economy and health have 
established a standing working group to elaborate the Hungarian position concerning 
European legislation on the registration of chemicals, whose permanent members include 
social organisations and representatives of the industry. 
 

• Substantial EU Investments in Environmental Protection 
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Projects of the European Union promoting state-of-the-art waste management and wastewater 
treatment will be disseminated as opportunities for improving the living conditions and the 
quality of life of the population. 
Recycling — being one of the major goals of the regional waste management projects of the 
Union — will be propagated at regional level via television commercials stressing the 
respective role of the EU. 

• LIFE Programme 

The communication of the tenders announced under the LIFE programme, a financial 
instrument of the EU for the environment and nature is envisaged in the near future, the 
purpose of which is to present the LIFE projects implemented in the past period, thus assisting 
the preparation of subsequent successful tender applications. 
 
 
MINISTRY OF CULTURAL HERITAGE 

• Pécs 2010 European Capital of Culture 
Arrangements have been started; the four years of preparation will address diverse major 
topics: 2006 cultural heritage, 2007 teaching and learning, 2008 environmental protection and 
health, and 2009 religion and worship. The Ministry will join in these programmes. 

• Information on EU funds 
There are several EU support opportunities that can be used for cultural purposes (e.g. 
ARDOP, HRDOP, LEADER, ROP, KULTÚRA 2000 financing mechanisms, etc) to which 
the attention of municipalities and institutions will be drawn directly and through the press. 

• Inclusive Europe: 17-19 November 2005 
Social exclusion and inclusion – The role of culture in social integration. What should the 
cultural sphere of Europe look like in 2020? These were the questions that were tackled at the 
conference, where some 20 European ministers of culture and several hundred cultural 
experts, artists and intellectuals shared and discussed their views. 
 
 

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

• Experience Exchange I-II. 
The projects enable teachers and education policy specialists to get acquainted with the 
objectives and practices of the European Union in the following fields: ensuring that children 
with special educational needs learn a vocation, corresponding strategies, programmes, and 
methods; career guidance practice; school psychologists and social workers; a series of 
consultations (one day per region). 
The elimination of disadvantages and the creation of opportunities demand a more intensive 
upholding of the principle of partnership for successful integration on the labour market. To 
this end, dialogue, thinking together and a more coordinated action serving and needed by 
people, who require constant care are necessary. 

Main topics of the experience exchange conducted with fellow experts of the neighbouring 
countries: 
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a) Experience of EU accession gained hitherto, requirements, opportunities, available 
supports for the creation of opportunities for disabled people in the field of vocational 
education and employment. 

b) The present condition of Hungarian vocational education, in particular the vocational 
preparation of young people with special educational needs. 

c) While presenting their institutions, fellow experts of the neighbouring countries 
presented the sore spots and the questions to be resolved in their work. 

• Innovative School Network – ‘Eszter Project’: December 2005 - May 2006 
The aim of the programme is to utilize the teaching materials of the Sulinet Digital Resource 
Base in education and the creative deployment of the tools procured under the innovative 
school programme. Observing these objectives, schools can draw up proposals for various 
themes and activities within the project, which are showcased at the Innovative School Day in 
the form of posters. Plans are assessed by a jury and the best ideas receive prizes. Plans, ideas, 
and proposals are discussed in workshops at the Professional Day after which each school 
prepares its final plan. Participation in the project is compulsory for every school; however, 
the drawing up of plans is optional. 

• Spring Day in Europe: 21 March 2006 
In 2006 Spring Day will be organised around the slogan “Debating our future”, and some 20 
countries are anticipated to attend the event. The Sulinet Programme Office is also going to 
take on an active role in the implementation of the Spring Day programme in 2006: it is going 
to contribute to the programme with useful ideas, the propagation of the programme, 
distribution of promotional materials, publication of articles and methodological assistance. 

• National Student Parliament: April 28-30, 2006 
Year by year, approximately 2000 primary and secondary school students attend the plenary 
sessions, panels and forums. The Student Parliament to be organised in 2006 explores a range 
of gripping legal, ethical and moral issues, whereas the conclusions reached can serve as an 
important reference even for adults. The planned student parliament could make a bold and 
innovative step towards: 

a) Raising the interest of young people in public issues; 
b) Expanding their thinking; 
c) Formulating complex questions in the language of children. 

• Tasks Concerning the Europass Document 

In its decision of 14 July 2004, the Ministry of Education designated the Educatio Social 
Services Public Benefit Company, operating as a background institution of the Ministry, to 
discharge the tasks of the National Europass Centre. The tasks of the National Europass 
Centre include: 

a) The creation of the central information system of the Europass portfolio 
b) The construction of a Hungarian-language homepage 
c) The promotion of documents 
d) Information provision and counselling 
e) Coordination of the work of the professional organisations issuing the documents 
f) Liaising and cooperating with the European network. 
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The work of the National Europass Centre is assisted by the TEMPUS Public Benefit 
Foundation, the National Institute of Vocational Education and higher education institutions 
— also designated by the Ministry of Education — in close cooperation with Hungarian 
employer and counselling organisations and those providing information on the European 
Union. 

 

• European Qualifications Framework (EQF) — European Conference: 27-28 
February 2006 

At the request of the European Commission, the Ministry of Education is staging a conference 
in Budapest. Representatives of 32 countries will share their views at the conference about the 
draft European Qualifications Framework, which was completed this summer by the 
European Commission and put forth for international consultation. The various stakeholders 
(education and training professionals, employers, employees, civil organisations) will deliver 
their opinions and mediate the experiences of the EQF gathered during the consultations of 
the Members States. With a view to the wide-scale dissemination of the EQF and more 
extensive involvement of professionals and stakeholders in the discourse, the Ministry of 
Employment foresees the organisation of national conferences as well. A further goal of the 
conference is the mapping out of national tasks and challenges that arise in connection with 
the eventual application of the EQF at European level. 
 
 
NATIONAL OFFICE FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
OFFICE OF THE MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO RESPONSIBLE FOR REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND CATCHING UP 

• Conference of Regional Development Institutions: Spring 2006 
The conference will be attended by the representatives of micro-regions, counties and regions. 
 
 
 

2. Social dialogue under the umbrella of the National Development 
Office 

 
The NDO is in charge of coordinating the Hungarian utilisation of support awarded from the 
Structural Funds and will draft the strategic plans for the allocation of EU funds for the period 
2007-2013. In performing both tasks, citizens will become better acquainted with the 
European Union. Communication messages, target groups and communication channels are 
selected accordingly. 
 
The main message underpinning the use of the Structural Funds in Hungary is that the country 
is progressing with the support of the European Union. In addition to prospective applicants 
(entrepreneurs, municipalities, and civil organisations) the target group of this message 
comprises the entire Hungarian public. This communication will merit from the use of 
professional and economic dailies and journals as well as widely known media (commercial 
TV and radio channels, public places, national and regional dailies, weeklies, popular internet 
portals). 
The most important message in respect of strategic planning is that the National Development 
Plan II (NDP II) allowing for catching up with the EU may only be designed in cooperation 
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with the social partners. This message should be communicated primarily to potential, future 
applicants. Respective tools include direct mail, workshop discussions and conferences, and 
the posterior written evaluation of documents with the help of electronic questionnaires and 
the publicity offered by the media. 

• Communication Campaign for the Introduction of Projects Implemented with the 
Support of the NDP I: January–December 2006 

Together with the Managing Authorities of the five operational programmes, the NDO is 
going to launch a campaign worth HUF 2 billion – EUR 8 million - to present the projects that 
have been implemented with the help of EU funds, thereby making the benefits of EU 
membership tangible for the public. 

• The NDP comes to your town: December 2005–2006 ongoing 
Advisory networks have been established in each micro-region. Advisors are responsible for 
providing assistance with the applications submitted under NDP I and to applicant enterprises, 
local governments and civil organisations in the municipalities and micro-regions. Moreover, 
they contribute to the drafting of project ideas to be submitted to NDP II, and the preparation 
of applications. Organisations most in the need of assistance, which without such knowledge 
would not be able to translate their ideas into tender applications, can also prepare successful 
applications with the help of this advisory activity. This will not only increase the absorption 
capacity of the country, but will also contribute to the catching up of underprivileged regions 
and strata lagging behind. 

• Social Reconciliation of the National Strategic Frame of Reference: January–March 
2006 

Aimed at elaborating the EU development projects envisaged for the period 2007–2013, 
future applicant municipalities, enterprises and civil organisations should be granted the 
opportunity to present development concepts that are already in the stage of planning. Open 
planning, major civil, municipal and business organisations and social partners will be 
involved in the drafting of the strategy in January (questionnaires and workshop discussions), 
then the strategy thus prepared will be released for social debate (similarly to the discussion of 
the National Development Policy Concept, 3000 organisations are expected to be involved). 

• Social Reconciliation of the Operational Programmes: February–March 2006 
In addition to coordinating the NDO, the ministries are going to prepare the operational 
programmes serving as the framework of developments in cooperation with the social 
partners (the means of partnership: the setting up of task forces in charge of planning for the 
inclusion of social actors and the needs assessment among NDP I applicants). The social 
reconciliation of the operational programmes makes their formulation a public and 
controllable process for professional as well as regional partners. 

• Publicity of the Planning and Social Reconciliation Process: January-June 2006 
A substantial part of Hungarian development funds will be committed under NDP II until 
2013. Conferences will be staged for organisations and research groups that influence the 
shaping of public policies in order to discuss what socio-economic direction should be marked 
for the catching up of the country. 
 

3. Initiation of expert discussions in connection with global challenges 
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Suspension of the ratification of the EU Constitution, the emphasis on global challenges 
resulted in the emergence of various new issues and possible directions on the agenda of the 
European Union in the last few months of 2005, e.g. the sustainability of the European socio-
economic model.  During the informal summit at Hampton Court an additional six topics were 
identified as dossiers, whose efficient management is indispensable if the EU is to cope with 
global challenges. 
 
In the middle of October 2005, during the Hungarian preparation for the informal summit at 
Hampton Court, the question of the European socio-economic model was discussed in public 
with the participation of a broader professional circle. The related summary is published in 
print. 
 
In light of the programme of the Austrian Presidency and in consideration of the meeting of 
the European Council in March 2006, a forum may be organised to deal with the issues of 
inter-institutional cooperation of universities or those of energy supply.  
 
These events are initiated by the Office for European Affairs and the Hungarian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 
 

4. Debate on certain strategic issues relating to the future of the 
European Union  

 
From among the strategic questions concerning the long-term future of the European Union, 
experts’ groups are planned to address inter alia the following topics: 
 
- Borders of Europe, the future of the enlargement process 
- Potential models of the further development of the European Union, Hungarian interests 
- The place and role of Europe in a globalising world. 

On the basis of documents prepared, the review of each issue will be executed in the 
framework of a professional conference, discussing the topics in separate sections. 

The debated issues could be read on the Internet, through the EUvonal at www.euvonal.hu  

With a view to the experiences gathered in the first year of the reflection period, as well as the 
decisions to be made by the European Council at its meeting in June 2006, a debate session 
will be organised in the Hungarian Parliament involving the Hungarian representatives of the 
European Parliament in the autumn of 2006. 

 

 

Budapest, 10 January 2006 

PMO EUCD 
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