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What is sociolinguistics?

Sociolinguistics is a term including the aspects of linguistics applied toward the connections between language and society, and the way we use it in different social situations. It ranges from the study of the wide variety of dialects across a given region down to the analysis between the way men and women speak to one another. Sociolinguistics often shows us the humorous realities of human speech and how a dialect of a given language can often describe the age, sex, and social class of the speaker; it codes the social function of a language.

--- from http://logos.uoregon.edu/explore/socioling/
The following links offer background on sociolinguistics from a variety of perspectives, with some discussion of how awareness of sociolinguistics can be of benefit to both the English teacher and the learner of English.

Scroll down for links leading to collections of other online resources on the topic.

http://www.unc.edu/~gerfen/Ling30Sp2002/sociolinguistics.html
This site provides a fantastic starting point for an exploration of sociolinguistics, with clear concise explanations of the terminology critical to further study. Topics such as language variation, including accent and dialect, are treated in a straightforward fashion.

http://www.findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m0JVP/is_68/ai_n6008646
"Most adult immigrants who enroll in classes to learn English do so for the same reason--a shared recognition that limited English skills will prevent them from getting a better job. They believe that if they have any hope of escaping piece work in factories or hourly wages as housekeepers, they must improve their ability to speak English... In doing so, students display a sharp sociolinguistic awareness that language use will play a role in any judgments made about their work and social class status. There is no discussion in ESOL textbooks of how language use is affected by power relations between speakers, or by salient social characteristics (such as gender, age or level of education). This creates a dangerous situation where language is presented context free."

http://www.asian-efl-journal.com/pta_feb_06_ja.doc
"This paper describes the teaching of sociolinguistics to Japanese and Chinese 2nd grade students in a college in Japan by a teacher trained in English as Foreign Language (EFL). It shows how the native speaker EFL teacher employs a methodological combination of teacher transmission and student collaboration as an effective means to teach this particular content-based subject to non-native English speakers using primarily English as the instructional language."

http://exchanges.state.gov/forum/vols/vol43/no2/p2.htm
"As an educator, I do not simply want students to have a good command of English-I also want them to be informed speakers of English. Therefore, I believe it is useful for learners of English to take a workshop, if not a whole course, at some point during their studies to familiarize themselves with how varieties of English are actually used in the global community. As stated above, this has ramifications for understanding language in societies and having respect and tolerance for all varieties of English."

The following links will take you to lists of web resources on the topic of sociolinguistics.

* http://www.clas.ufl.edu/users/rthompso/6601internetpage.html
* http://www.utexas.edu/courses/linguistics/resources/socioling/index.html
* http://www.routledge.com/textbooks/0415234530/links_sociol.html
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