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Corpus linguistics
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Corpus linguistics provides a more objective view of language than that of introspection, intuition and anecdotes. John Sinclair (1998) pointed out that this is because speakers do not have access to the subliminal patterns which run through a language. A corpus-based analysis can investigate almost any language patterns--lexical, structural, lexico-grammatical, discourse, phonological, morphological--often with very specific agendas such as discovering male versus female usage of tag questions, children's acquisition of irregular past participles, or counterfactual statement error patterns of Japanese students. With the proper analytical tools, an investigator can discover not only the patterns of language use, but the extent to which they are used, and the contextual factors that influence variability. For example, one could examine the past perfect to see how often it is used in speaking versus writing or newspapers versus fiction. Or one might want to investigate the use of synonyms like begin and start or big/large/great to determine their contextual preferences and frequency distribution.

--- from http://iteslj.org/Articles/Krieger-Corpus.html
http://www.catesol.org/Fagan.pdf
"ESL instructors strive to bring authentic English interaction into their classrooms to help their students prepare for activity in an English-speaking world. However, when it comes to selecting those materials to help reinforce lesson objectives, teachers may not be satisfied with the appropriateness of the texts chosen to represent authentic English. Another problem that persists is once the teacher is satisfied with the authentic text, how can materials be made to best satisfy the students' varied needs?

The presenters for this poster session presented a corpus-based solution to these problems. Namely, a corpus is a group of authentic texts put together ranging from a couple hundred words to a couple million (for more information on corpus linguistics, refer to Biber, Conrad, and Reppen, 1998). Some sources that have come out of corpus linguistics work have included grammar nooks (Biber, Johansson, Leech, Conrad, & Finegan, 1999). Other sources have focused on how corpus use interacts with applied linguistics and language pedagogy (Hunston, 2002)."

http://www.ctribble.co.uk/text/Palc.htm
"If corpora and corpus-based exercises are useful because they "favour learning by discovery - the study of grammar (or vocabulary, or discourse, or style) takes on the character of research, rather than spoonfeeding or rote learning" (Tribble, C & G Jones. 1990:12), what sort of corpus is likely to be best suited to help learners of English? In the next part of this paper I shall discuss the main characteristics of some of the major corpora which are currently available, and will outline principles which have informed their development."

http://devoted.to/corpora
"Here you will find links to anything & everything to do with the use of language corpora. The links are categorised and annotated to facilitate browsing/searching."

http://www.engl.polyu.edu.hk/corpuslinguist/corpus.htm#Definition%20of%20Corpus%20Linguistics
"Definition of corpus linguistics

Corpus linguistics is simply the study of language through corpus-based research, but it differs from traditional linguistics in its insistence on the systematic study of authentic examples of language in use.

1. Text linguistics vs corpus linguistics

2. Illustration vs evidence

3. Introspection and informant testing vs observation of text"
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