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Figure A3: Proportion of 15-year-old immigrant pupils (whose parents
were born abroad) and the proportion of pupils of the same age who say
that at home they mainly speak a language other than the language of
instruction, which is not one of the country’s other languages (official or
otherwise), 1999/2000
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Source: OECD, PISA 2000 database.
Additional note

Netherlands: The response rate to the PISA 2000 survey was considered to be too low for purposes of meaningful
comparison. This explains why the data (immigrant pupils = 11.9; pupils who at home speak a language other than the
language of instruction, which is not one of the country’s official or indigenous languages = 18.3) are not shown in the
Figure.

Explanatory note

The indicator is calculated by dividing the number of 15-year-old pupils who at home speak a language other than the
language of instruction (which is not one of the country’s other languages, official or otherwise) by the total number of
pupils aged 15.

The group referred to as immigrants corresponds to replies of the type ‘both parents and the 15-year-old pupil born
abroad’ or ‘both parents born abroad and the 15-year-old pupil born in the country concerned’.

For further information, see the ‘Definitions’ and ‘Raw Data’.

The proportion of pupils aged 15 who do not speak the language of instruction is lower
than that of immigrant pupils

In countries that took part in the PISA 2000 international survey, it is possible to compare the proportions of
15-year-old immigrant pupils whose parents were born abroad with the proportions of pupils of the same
age who at home speak a language other than the language of instruction, which is not one of the country’s
other official or indigenous languages. In almost half of the countries that took part in the international
survey, the two percentages are close. It is thus not unreasonable to suppose that the majority of immigrant
pupils in these countries are accustomed to speaking their mother tongue at home, and that this language is
different from the one used at their school. Nevertheless, in some countries such as Belgium (the French
Community), France, Luxembourg or the United Kingdom (England), a significant proportion of foreign
residents speak the same (one or more) languages as those used in the education system, no doubt because
of the large number of immigrants who originally come from French-speaking or English-speaking countries,
respectively.
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Raw Data

Proportion of 15-year-old immigrant pupils
(whose parents were born abroad) and the proportion of pupils of the same age

who say that at home they mainly speak a language other than the language of instruction,
which is not one of the country’s other languages (official or otherwise), 1999/2000
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Pupils who at home speak a language other than the language of instruction,
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Source: OECD, PISA 2000 database.

Eurydice, the information network on education in Europe
htttp://www.eurydice.org






